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1 KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 

2 DIANN SOKOLOFF 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

3 SHANA A. BAGLEY 
Deputy Attorney General 

4 State Bar No. 169423 
1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor 
P.O. Box 70550 

. Oakland. CA 94612~0550 
·6 Telephone: (510) 622-2129 

Facsimile: (510) 622-2270 
7 Attorneys for Complainant 

8 BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 

9 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNI.f\ 

11----.--,;.-----------,
 
11 In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 2011-793 

12 

13 

KAREN LEE WILLIAMSON 
21518 East Lords Court 
Queen Creek, AZ 85242 . 

. STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND 
DISCIPLINARY ORDER FOR PUBLIC 
REPROVAL 

14	 and [Bus. & Prof. Code § 495] 

3930 East Battala Ave 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 

16 
Registered Nurse License No. 441765

17 
Respondent.

18 11---'"--------------.......1
 
19 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and betwe~nthe parties to the above­

21. entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

22 PARTIES 
.	 . 

23 1. LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the 

24	 Bo.ard ofRegistered Nursing. She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is 

represented in this matter by Kamala D, Harris, Attorney General of the State 0f California, by .	 . 

26 Shana A. Bagley, Deputy Attorney General. 

27 

28 
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2. Respondent Karen Lee Williamson (Respondent) is representing herself in this 

proceed~g and has' chosen not to exercise her right to be repres~ted by counsel. 

3. On or about July 31, 1989, the Board ofRegistered Nursing issued Registered Nurse 

License No. 441765 to, Respondent. The Registered Nurse License was in full force and effect at 

all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 2011~793 and will expire on 

September 30, 2010, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 
., 

4. . Accusation No. 2011-793 was filed before the Board of Re,gistered Nursing (Board), 

Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently pending agcrlnst Respondent. The Accusation 

and all otherstatut~rily required documents were properly served .an Respon~ent on March 22, 

2011. Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. A copy of . . 

Accusation N<? 2011-793 is attached as Exhibit "A" and incorporated by reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 
i 

5. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and allegations in 

Accusation No. 2011-793. Respondent has also carefully read, and understands the effects ofthis' 

Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order for Public R~rova1. 

6. Respondent is fully aw~e:ofher legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by counsel ~ . 

her ~wn expense; the right ~o confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the right to 

present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to 

compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents;' the right to reconsideration 

and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California 

CULPABILITY , 

8. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Accusation 

No. 2011-793. 
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STIPULATED SETfLEMENT (2011-793) 



1 9. Respondent agrees that her Registered Nurse is subject to discipline and she agrees to 

2 be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the Disciplinary Order below. 

3 CIRCUMSTANCES IN MITIGATION 

4 10. Respondent Karen Lee Williamson has never been the subject of ~y disciplinary 

·5 action. She is admitting responsibility at an early stage in the proceedings. 

6 CONTINGENCY 

7 11. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board ofRegistered Nursing. 

8 Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staffof the Board of 

9 Registered Nursing may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and 

10 . settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent. By signing the stipulation, 

. 11 Respondent understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to reschid 

12 the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. Ifthe ~oard fails to adopt 

13 this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settl~ent and 'Disciplinary Order for 

14' Public Reproval shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph; it shall be inadmissible in 

15 any legal action.between the parties, and the Boa~d shall not be disqualified from further action 

16 by having considered this matter. 

17 12. Th~ parties understand and ,agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Settlement 

18 and Disciplin~ Ord.er for Public Reproval~ including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the 

19 same ~orce an:d effect as the originals.' . 

20 13. This Stipu1~ted Settlement and Disciplinary Order for Public Reprov~ is intended by 

21 the parties to be an integrated writing representing the complete~ 'final, and exclusive embodiment 

22 oftheir agreement. It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, 

23 understandings, discussions~ negotiations, and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated 

24 Settlement and Disciplinary Order for Pu~lic Reproval may not be alt~red, amended, modified~ 

25 supplemented. or otherwise changed except by a Writing executed by an authorized representative 

26 of each of the parties. 
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14. In consideration of the for.egoing admissions and stipulations~ the parties agree that 

the Board 'may, without further notice 01 fonnal proceeding, issue and enter the following 

Disciplinary Order: 

nI§Q}PLINABY ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Registered Nurse License No. 441765 iS8Ued to 

Respondent J.<.a'l'en Lee Williamson shall, by way ofletter from the Board~s Executive Officer, be 

publicly reproved. The letter'shall'be in the same fonn as the letter attached as Exhibit UB" to this 

stipulation. 

ACCEPTANgE 

I h(l..ve c.arefully read the Stipulated Settlement and Disclpl~ Order for Public Reproval. 

I understand the stipulation and the effect it will have on my Registered Nurse.License. I enter 

into this Stipulated Settlement and Dbciplinary Order for Public Reproval voluntarily, 

knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be ~ound by the Decisi~n and Order of the Board of 

Registere4 Nursing, 

DATED: 
KAREN LEE WILLJAMSON 
Respondent ' 

! I / 

1/1 
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ILNPORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplin,ary Order for Public Reproval is hereby 

re$pectfully subm.itted fur consideration by the Board ofRegistered Nursing ofthe Department of 

Consumer Affairs, 

Respectfu1~y submitted, . 

yOeneral 

SF2010900SS4f Stipujation for public reproval.ctf 
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KAMALA D. HAR.RlS 
Attorney·General of California 
DIANN SOKOLOFF 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
SHANA A. BAGLEY 
Deputy Attorney General . 
state Bar No. 169423 

1515 Clay Stre~t, 20th Floor 
P.O. Box 70550
 
Oakland, CA94612-0550
 
Telephone: (510) 622-2129
 
Facsimile: (510) 622~2270
 

Attorneysfor COmplainant 
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In the Matter of·the.Accusauon J\.gainstt 

KAREN LEE WILLIAMSON, 'a.k.a. 
KARENKUSMIERZ,WILLIAMSON, 
a.k.a. KARENLEEIaEL 
21518 East Lords Court . . 
Queen Cre,ek, AZ 85~4.2" 

Registered Nurse License No. 441765 

Respondent. 

ComplaiJ:iant alleges:
I . 

Cas,e No. POII-1'1" 

\ 

ACCUSATION 

PARTIES
 

1" Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant) brings this' Accusation 691e1y in her
 
.. '. '.. . 

official capacity as the Executive Officer ot ili~ Board 'of Registered Nursing, Department of . 

Consumer Affairs. . 

2. On or about J~y 31,,1989, the Board ofRegi~ered'Nursing issued Registered Nurse, 
. ' 

License Number 441765 to 'Karen Lee WilliaIDs?U, also' known as Karen K'llsmierz Williams~n, 

also sown as Karen'Lee Ki.e1 (Respondent). The Registered Nurse Liqense expired on 

September 30, 201 0, a~d has not been renewed.. 

II!, 

III 
.. ~ 

1 
Accusation 
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JURISDICTION 

3. T1us Accusation is 'b~ought before the Board ofRegist~ied Nursing (Board), 

Department of COl1SUlner Affairs', under the authority of the following laws, All section 

referel1ces are to the Business and Professions Code U111ess otherwise indicated. 
. .' 

" 4',' Section 118, subdivision (b), of the Business and ProfessiOl'lS Code (Code) provides 

that the suspension, ~xp~l'ation, surrender; or cancellation of a license shall not depr~ve the Board 

ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinro:y action during the period within which the license 

may be rel1ewed"restored, reissued or reinstated. . 

5.' Section 2750 of the Code provides, in pertinent part) that the Board may discipline
, . . . 

' allY licensee l including a'licensee holding a temporary or an inactive ljcense, for any reason 
. , 

provided ill Article 3 (co~encing with section 2750) of the Nurs:1l1g Practice Act.,.. 

6. Section 2764 ofthe Code provides, in pertinent pw:t, that the exp~ration of a license 

shal1,n~t deprive the Board of jurisdiction to prooeed.with a disciplinary proceeding against the 

licensee or to rendeJ; a decision imposing di.scipline on the liceIl1le. ,Under section 2811, 

subdivision (bj, ofthe Code, the Bqard may renew an expired, license at any time within eight 

years after the expil'ati~ll. 

STATUTORY PROVISION
 

.7., Section 2761 of the Code states:
 

I1The boal'd may take di~ciplillal'Y action agai11st a certified'or licensed nurse or deny an
 

application for a certificate or license for any of the following:
 

riCa) Unprofessional conduct, which includes, but is not limited to, the following:.
 

. , 

"(4) Denial of licensure, revocati011,) sqspensioll, restriction, or any other disciplinary action 
. : . 

against a health care pl'ofessionalliceilse 01' certificate by another state 01' territory of the Uluted . . 

. States, by any. other government agency, or by al.'ioth~r C~ifornia health care professional' 

. licensing board, A certified copy of tbe decision or judgment shall be cot1clusiv~ evidence .ofthat 

action," 

/ JI 
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COST RECOVERY 
I 

8. Section 125.3 ofthe Code provides, in,pertinent part, that the Board may request'the 

administrat~v'e law judge to direct a licen~ate folind to ,have committed a violation or violations of 

the lioensing act to pay a sum. not to'exceed the reasonable ,CGsts qfthe investigaticm and 

enforoement ofthe case. 

CAUSE FOR DISCIP;LINl!! 

(Unprofessio,nal Conduct - Out of State Discipline) 
.' (Bus. & Prof. Code §~761(a)(4)) , 

9. Respondent has su,!:>jected her Regist~red Nurse License to disciplinary action under 
' '.'" ' 
Code'section276t subdivisiqn (a)(4), in that on or about September' 24) 2009~ in a prior 

disciplinary action entit1~d In the Matter ofthe Agaj,nst in the Matter of Registered Nurse 
•• • I • 

License RN0693S9 Is~ed to Karen Kusmierz Williams.on before the, Arizona State Board 'of 

NUrsing (Arizona Board) in Case Number 0804059, the ~onaBoard ent~red a Decis~on 
• .. • I'. • 

ordering tliat Re8pond~nt's re~Stered nurse'license be probated. Specifically, R~spond'ent: signed 
, . 

a Cons~nt Agreement, wherein she agreed,to' a disciplinary order as 'follows: her li.cens~ yvas
' '. " , 
placed on prob~tion for three years~ and she 'agreed to co~plete psychoiogical coun:s~Iing, submit 

t 

, , 

to r~dom, drug testing, abstain :from the US~ of alcohol and una~thori.zed drugs, an.<;l comply v4th 

other t.erms and conditions. That decision is now finatand is incorporatecl. by ~efer~:Q.c~, ~ iffully,. . .... .. 

set forth. 

10. ,The Arizona'Board based itS ~ecision on Respondent's actions on or about April24~ 
, . 

2008~ In that 'case, ~ oomplaint was filed With the Arizona Board illeging that R~spondent 

exhibited inc~nsist~t b"ehavi~rs ,and possibleimp~ent and me~ory difficulties, which had the 
, " 

, , 

potential of resulting in unsafe patient care :while working as a registered nurse,at Mercy Gilbert 
. . . . 

Medicai Center in Gilbert, Arizona. On or aoout September 5, 2007J) Respondent was terminated . , 

for insu,bordination;s1;Lbstandatd worl<:) and violation ofcompany policy. ' 

1/1 

1/1 
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PRAYER· 
. . 

WHEREFORE, Cornplainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged~ 
. . 

and that following the hearing) the Board of Registered Nursing iSSl.'le a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspelldin~g Registered Nurse License Ntm~bel' 441765 J issued to Karen 
. . 

Lee WilliaIflson, also known as Karen Kusmierz· wmia~nSOnl and also ImoWl.1 as.Kal'~l1 Lee Ki81; 

2. Ordering Karen Lee Williamson). also known as Karen Kusinierz Willi~l11son, and 

also knoWn as Karen Lee Kie11" to pay the Board ofRegistered Nursing the reasonable oosts of the 

investigation and enforcement oftbis Qase. pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 

. 125.3; 811d 

-3, Tal?l1g such other and further action as deemed necessaJ:y and proper, . 

DATBD~I1J~ #,:;"0/1
 

SF2010,9005541 accusatiotl.l'tf 
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('3~rA"E AND COI'JSl.JME~J 8r:::RVICf~S AC:;ENCY ~ QDV6RI...IOFt EDMUN(J G. 8ROWN ...JR. 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 
PO Box 944210, Sacramento, CA 94244-2100 

I.'Itf'AI~r,"'\ENTOHONSUMl::l\AH·AJBS P (916) 322-3350 F (916) 574-8637 I www.rn.ca.gov 
Louise R. Bailey, MEd, RN, Executive Officer 

June 30, 2011 

Karen Lee Williamson 
3930 East Battala Avenue 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 

Re:	 LETTER OF PUBLIC REPROVAL 
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 
KAREN LEE WILLIAMSON, RN License No. 441765 
Board of Registered Nursing Case No. 2011-793 

Dear Ms. Williamson: 

On March 22, 2011, the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, 
State of California, filed an Accusation against your Registered Nurse License. The Accusation 
alleged that you engaged in unprofessional conduct under Business and Professions Code section 
2761, subdivision (a)(4), for license discipline in another state. 

On September 24,2009, your nursing license was disciplined by the Arizona State Board of 
Nursing. The underlying conduct supported the Arizona board's disciplinary action is that you 
exhibited inconsistent behavior and possible impairment and memory difficulti~s, which may have 
potentially resulted in unsafe patient care while working as a registered nurse at Mercy Gilbert 
Medical Center in Gilbert, Arizona. As part of your probationary terms, you were placed on f
probation for three years, ordered to complete psychological counseling, required to submit to 
random drug testing and abstain form the use of alcohol and unauthorized drugs, and to comply 
with other terms and conditions. 

You have complied with and completed the terms of probation ordered by the Arizona State 
Nursing Board. The underlying actions that gave rise to the out of state discipline was an isolated 
event and is three years old. A report from an Arizona Board appointed psychologist reported that 
ou have successfully completed your counseling therapy with him, that you did not exhibit signs of 
problems with'our memory or substance abuse and there was no reason to require work restriction 
on your license. You have been license by the California Board of Registered Nursing since 1989 
without prior discipline. Your nursing license with the California Board of Registered Nursing is in 
an inactive status. Taking into consideration the above-listed factors, the Board has decided that the 
charges warrant a public reproval. 

Accordingly, in resolution of this matter under the authority provided under Business and 
Professions Code section 495, the board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs 

I·
 



Karen Williamson 
RN 441765 
Page 2 

issues this letter of public reproval. 

Sincerely, 

~'''4' '1f. ~IAtI411J AMJ 
LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.Ed., RN 

. Executive Officer 
Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 




